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Isaiah, and Abraham Lincoln   

ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 

In days long past Isaiah proclaims, ñWoe to me. I am ruined.  I am in the 
presence of the Lord, in the presence of righteousness, in the presence 
of purity, morality, and truth.  In the presence of all this and I live among 
people with unclean lips - in the presence of all this and I have unclean 
lips.  Iôm surely toast.ò (Isaiah 6:5) 
 

Woe to us, we are ruined - we are in the presence of the Lord and live 
among people with unclean lips.   We live among those who take dan-
gerous drugs, and those who deal in dangerous 
drugs.  We live among those who steal from others, 
so they can support their dangerous habit. 
 

We live among those with unclean lips who traffic 
human beings.  Not just is some far-off place, but 
right here in America.  Anti-trafficking groups inform 
that human trafficking goes up here in America in 
conjunction with major sporting events (think 
óplayoffsô) - and legislative sessions. 
 

We live among corporate executives with unclean 
lips that choose profits over lives.  They chose to 
release products they know will harm, maim, and 
even kill some of their customers when they can 
easily make their products far safer.  They calculate that injuring people 
and paying their claims will be more profitable than the expense of add-
ing a minor part to prevent the harm.   
 

We live in a country with unclean lips that chooses to separate children 
from their parents seeking asylum. 
 

And I (we) have unclean lips.  Possibly we dabble in some of the above 
or other ñunclean activitiesò that tarnish us and make us antithetical to 
the purity of our Lord.  Maybe we donôt engage in such, but we tolerate 
unclean lips doing what they do.  Maybe we donôt like the untruths and 
deception spilling off the lips of corporate, organization and governmen-
tal leaders, but we donôt confront them with their lies.  Racism, national-
ism, injustice, and violence may bother us, but maybe we suffer such - 
consoling ourselves, ñThere is little I can do about it.ò 

Rev. 

Scott Wipperman 

 

Spreading the Good News of Christ 
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ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ м 

Abraham Lincoln said, ñTo sin by silence when they should protest 
makes cowards of men.ò  Powers and principalities want us to be silent.  
Our silence when we should speak up makes us complicit in their un-
cleanliness - makes us cowardly conspirators. 
 

After Isaiah voices his ñwoeò, a seraphim gathers a burning coal and 
touches it to Isaiahôs lips taking away his guilt and sin - enabling Isaiah 
to speak, to speak truth in love to those with unclean lips. 
 

Christ came as love incarnate, revealing God to humanity.  Christ came 
to take away our sin and guilt, restoring a right relationship between 
those who follow his revelations and God.  Christ came, saying "ñIf you 
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.   Then you will know 
the truth, and the truth will set you free.ò (John 8:31) 
 

Christ touches our lips and frees us to speak - to speak truth, justice, 
morality.  As disciples there is no need to fear, our Lord walks with us 
empowering us to speak with love to bring about justice and peace.  So 
speak!   
 

Speak to corporate, organizational, and governmental leaders.  Let 
them hear Godôs truth, calling them to just ways and decisions.  Speak 
with your mouth, speak with your pen, and speak with your keyboard.  
Join with other voice speaking the truth in love. Travel to meet with 
those needing to hear Godôs teachings and ways.  Travel to blend your 
voice in a march with others.  Christ has shown us the truth, and has 
set us free to speak it.  So speak! 
 
Pastor Scott 

SESSION NOTES 
June 26, 2018 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Helena met on Tues-
day, June 26, 2018 at 6:30 PM at the Church.  Rev. Scott Wipperman 
opened with worship and communion in the sanctuary.  Reverend Wip-
perman (Scott) moderated the meeting.  The Session Meeting was 
postponed one week as Pastor Scott was attending General Assembly. 
 

There was a quorum with the following Elders present: Marvin Carpen-
ter, John Coefield, Mary Craigle, Dianna Goodman, Matthew Richards, 
Joe Steffens, John Warren and Mary Wright.  Excused were:  Kathy 
Chambers, Marshall Gingery, Judy Birch, and Linda Bench.  Also, in 
attendance:  CRE Butch Plowman, Deacon Joy Edgar. 

 

PASTORôS REPORT:  Printed report attached.  Finances 
were minimally better with expenses exceeding income by 
$6,198.  Scott briefly discussed the ñhappeningsò at GA in St. 
Louis. 
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ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 

Scott reminded us all to worship where you can on your travels and pray-
er works just as well during the summer months.   
 

CLERKôS REPORT:  Acting Clerk Matthew Richards read a thank 
you card from Good Samaritan and distributed a letter for review from 
Serious JuJu Worshipping Community. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Administration Committee:  Pastor Scott reported.  Printed report 
attached.  A Stewardship committee was appointed consisting of Mary 
Craigle, John Warren, and Pastor Scott. Mary Craigle indicated the stew-
ardship program will start earlier than planned. 
 

Session Committee Chairman are to have their proposed 2019 budgets 
into the office of August 10.  
 

Building and Grounds:  Elder Marvin Carpenter reported and dis-
tributed his report.  He expressed his appreciation to all who helped with 
church cleanup day. Marvin indicated the sanctuary door is up and func-
tioning. 

 

Education Committee:  Elder Joe Steffens reported.  Printed report 
is attached.  Safety of the children during Vacation Bible School was dis-
cussed and Mark Goodman will serve as Safety Officer.  Joe Steffens 
distributed and led discussion on the draft MOU for the temporary posi-
tion of Youth and Childrenôs Education leader. The education and per-
sonnel committees will continue to refine. 
 

Congregational Fellowship:  Elder Mary Wright reported.  A printed 
report is attached.  Upcoming Fellowship Activities include:  July 18 ï 
Baseball Gave, July 22 at 2 pm ï Lost Soles Hike, August 19 ï Church 
Picnic and September 30 ï Pot Luck.   
 

Mission Committee:   Pastor Scott reported.  Printed report is at-
tached. The committee made a contribution to Good Samaritan.   
 

The Pentecost Offering collected was $455 with $273 sent to PC(USA) 
and $182 will be used for transportation to Glacier Camp.   
 

Personnel Committee:  Elder John Warren reported.  Session unani-
mously approved the updated version of the Personnel Policy Manual. 
 

Worship Committee:  Elder Dianna Goodman reported.    Printed 
report attached.  Pastor Scott will be out of the pulpit on July 1 and July 8 
with CRE Butch Plowman preaching.   
 

Deacon Report:  Deacon Joy Edgar reported. A printed report was 
distributed detailing hospital visitations and home communion served as 
well as cards sent, and meals served.   The minutes of the March 11 
meeting were included in the packet.    
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Save the Date !!!! 
Mark Your Calendars 

 

Lona's Estate Sale will be held in Potter's House at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Helena on July 13 & 14 from 10:00 

am until 3:00 pm. 
 

Items on sale are antiques that include a quilt made in 1898, 
as well as baby clothes from the same year.  There is jewel-
ry, china, glassware, cookware, & lots of  Tupper Ware in ex-
cellent condition as well as many other kitchen items.  Furni-

ture includes twin beds with new bed linens,  
chests of drawers, chairs & tables. 

 
There are collectibles galore including lead crystal items, 
match box cars in their original boxes, & lots of memorabilia. 

 
Come, shop, & go home with items that you can use immedi-
ately & items that you can add to your treasured collections. 

New Business:   
Fellowship Chairman:   Elder John Warren moved to waive the one-
year committee service requirement for the Acting Fellowship Chair and 
Education Chair positions. Mary Craigle seconded and Session unani-
mously approved. 
 

Solar Energy:   Pastor Scott discussed the possibility of installing 

solar panels on the church roof. Session recommended we obtain cost 
estimates and more details for further discussion. 
 

2019 Budgets:   Pastor Scott reminded everyone 2019 budgets are 
due to him no later than Monday, August 10th. 
 

Mary Wright moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by John Warren 
and passed.  John Warren closed the meeting with prayer. 
 

Next Session Meeting:  August 21, 2018 at 6:30 pm.   
 

Matthew Richards 
Acting Clerk of Session  
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Spring Cleaning 
 

Technically, it was Summer Cleaning, given it happened after June 
21.  Regardless (ñA rose by any other name é"), thanks to all who 
helped in sprucing up the church - it looks so much more inviting 
and hospitable.  And thanks to the Building and Grounds commit-
tee for their planning and organization!  What wonderful ways that 
all involved employed their God given gifts and talents in service to 
His house.  

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

We have just come off of a very busy week of VBS. Lexsey did a 
great job choosing Weird Animals for our theme and the children 
had a blast with it. Several of the youth group along with Jill 
Lloyd helped with the different age groups. The day always start-
ed with music and dancing (You should see Jill dance, sheôs got 
rhythm)! The music was upbeat and easy for the children to learn 
and they loved it. Next was Bible story time with Dianna. The sto-
ries were acted out more as a play which kept the children atten-
tive. Game time was with Deb Whitcomb. Deb has always made 
this such a great time with indoor and outdoor entertainment. 
Deb and I were reminiscing about the years of VBS and we have 
been active with VBS together for at least 25 years in a row. We 
love it that much and have always felt that VBS is such a won-
derful outreach for the community. Next came crafts with Carol 
Carpenter. The children had fun with their crafts and Carol has 
an abundance of patience! The children made their own snacks 
everyday which were theme oriented and loved making them. 
The best part came after with a letter from a Mother whose child 
attended and has severe food allergies. She explained that of all 
of the church Bible camps that her daughter attended, ours was 
the most attentive to her needs thanks to Lexsey always paying 
attention. This child has great anxiety about her allergies and 
she trusted us to take care of her and couldnôt wait to come eve-
ryday! 
 

May our Great God always Bless our church as a Light for the 
children. They are our most precious Gift from God. 
 

In Him, 
Dianna Goodman 
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Thank you  ï ñI love this churchò 
 

36 of the 44 projects slated for spring clean-up/maintenance of the 
church were completed by 23 volunteers, 5 of which worked both 
Fri and Sat.! There were an additional 10 to 15 projects that were 
done that were not on the list.  Age range of volunteers was 5 to 
somewhere in the 80ôs. 
 
Some of the projects completed were: 
ǒ Filling holes with putty, an excellent job for little fingers of our  
    youngest volunteer, 
ǒ Cleaning window sills, windows and screens, 
ǒ Oiling all wood work in sanctuary and cleaning,  
ǒ Sanding and staining west aisle wall in sanctuary,  
ǒ Installing a handrail to stairs at the end of west aisle in sanctuary, 
ǒ Touching up brown trim paint in Narthex and various areas of  
    church,   
ǒ Installing 120 square feet of sod in various places in lawn but  
    primarily north side of building, 
ǒ Repainting stairs and front of stage in Richardson Hall, 
ǒ Replacing ceiling tiles in library, 
ǒ Cleaning and organizing closets, 
ǒ Maintaining flowerbeds, bushes and trees - Pulling weeds,  
   clipping, trimming and adding mulch, 
ǒ Removing brick at bottom of entry way pillars to decrease  
    professional masonry expense this summer, and 
ǒ General cleaning inside and outside the church. Walls washed,  
    shelves dusted, carpets spot cleaned, pine cones picked up, and  
    many more. 
 
These are only a sample of what was completed. If you were una-
ble to help during the formal work days (June 22/23) or just want to 
work some more, let Marvin Carpenter know (461-8658) as there is 
always a ñto-doò list.   
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*Lost Soles Hike -- Sunday, July 22.  Meet in church park-
ing lot at 2pm.  Hiking area TBA.  -- a gentle, approx. 1 1/2 
hour hike. 
 

*Take us out to the ballgame!  Twenty Brewers tickets have 
been purchased in a reserved section of the stands for First 
Presbyterian Church members/guests. Date:  Wednesday, 
July 18, 7pm.  Let's cheer for the Brewers during their final 
year in Helena!  Please let Barb Leland know if you want a 
ticket - 431-5854, Barb640@hotmail.com.  They are $6 each. 
 

*Mark your Calendar -- First Presbyterian Church summer 
picnic, Sunday, August 19, at the Fairgrounds.  Fun, games, 
food.  This will be a potluck.  Picnic begins immediately after 
our church service. 
 

*Pastor Scott's General Assembly report -- Sunday, July 
29, following the church service, upstairs in Richardson 
Hall.  Coffee, juice, treats.  Come to this event to learn more 
about the workings of the Presbyterian Church, as Pastor 
Scott will have returned from his trip to St. Louis for General 
Assembly.  His review of his week in St. Louis promises to be 
very informative!  

HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW? 
 

 

Seeds in the ground, fertilizer in place, water from 
the sky and hoses, tools at the ready.  It's growing 
season in Helena.  As we plant, grow and appreci-
ate this time of year, please remember that we are 
challenged to help assist others in their growing 
projects.  Your Mission Committee will continue to 
collect funds throughout the summer for The Farm 
Bundle program, which will provide seeds, tools, 
and education for those in need. 

 
Thank you for your generosity. 



мл 

Tonna Strasko, 442-4236, is the contact person and willing to 


